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‘OFﬁ_Bl_tif- Jeﬁh and his Tronbles.

BY JOTIN THORNDERRY.

«« Come, Chester,”" said his®friend
Tom Whiting, *get your duds to-
gether and go out to B, to-morrow,
T've got plenty of friends there, you
know, and I want you to enjoy soma
of them with me; especially Miss
Mary Maxwell."”

“0, pho " answered Chester Jonks
sticking his heels up on the window-
sill.

“] tell you there’s no pho’ about
it Mary is & beauntifal girl. Bhe's
in the way of a handsome inherit-

.ance, too, And I think, what’s more
that you would like her, and she
would like you. Come, now ; she'd
like an author, and you might not
dislike an heiress. 1 insist upon it
ithat you shall go I"'

“If you were only going too,” said
(Chester,

«That's just the reason why I want
wou to start off ahead of me, you see.
1I'd rather you would be there alone
and study character a little for your-
welf, and then L shall come along and
look over your conclusions. The
fact ig, it you get acquainted with
Mavy Maxwull without any interfer-
tence of mine, it may be a great deal
becter for you, and for her, too.”

Ulester Jenks began to think seri-
onsly of it, :

“Yon need fresh air and & change
of scens,’” urged his friend Tom,
« and B. is exectly the place for you,
Go right off tormorrow, I tell you,
and not say another word about it.—
I shall be there as soon as you will
care about secing me. The fact ik,
I've a wonderful fancy that yon and
my friend Mary are going to just suit
one another. At any rate, I want to
be satisfied about it whether I am
right or wrong."

Chester Jenks was over-persuaded.
It was a lovely day in late June;
wommer was throwing her charms
around everything. And the image
of beautiful Mary Maxwell danced
through his thoughts. Next mom-
ing he sat ont bright and eatly for the
cars, carpet-bag in hand. His spir-
its wore high. and all things prom-

“ised happiuess.

Iv was late in the afternoon before
he reached B., and tho last part of his
journey he was obliged to perform
iby stagecoach. As he drove up un-
vder the great el troe that shadowed
ithe roof of the village tavern, he
whought the spot the most inviting
mnd rural ho had ever ween. B, was
entitled to a fixed place in his heart
alroady, for nothing but the promisos
it seemed to hold ont.

Having placed his carpet-bag in
wafo keeping, he found it would be

"

some time wet bofore s_uflpor: 80, on |

~ponsulting his feolings, he concluded
that ho would find his way down to
ghe river’s bank below the village
stroot, and indulgein a democratic
wash; in other words, a good'plunﬁn
and swim. Tired and dusty as he
was, he starfod off on his hygienic
errand, hoping to feol in exoellent
trim for his supper.

Perhaps a half mile or more from
¢he streot he saw a besutiful little
ook, banding in from the river's
ank, whore he thought his good luck
jnvited him. Ho turned down to it,
and found himself wholly concealed
from the road, and from every ordi-
nary ehance of deteetion and distorh-
ance. Disrobing himself as quick
a8 he oould, ho laid his clothes in a

specure place and plunged in,
o+ Just. about the same ingtant that he
took his delicious plunge in thedune
‘,hpl littlg. riyer, o strangor

of the

his dress and appearance that they
knew they would recogunize - him
should he turn up again,

The fellow was' frightened nearly
to death, Hefelt certain ho should
bo' canght, and knew already that
people must have started across the
country to head him off by the route
he had taken, Trembling aud un-
¢ortain what to do, he plunged into
the thicket by the roadside, and came
piit upon the heap of clothes only a
few minutes before vaeated by our
friend, Chester Jenks,

«wWell, if here ainta prizel” he
exclaimed to himself, lifting both
hands, “I couldn’t ask anything
more to my mind !”

And without a single moment’s
delay, he proceeded to put off his own
clothes, and to put on the respectable
suit he found lying near him, Of
course his next move was one as far
distant as possible from that locality,
He strick out a path across the fields,
unwilling to trust his person on the
highway until night should kindly
come down and throw her protecting
mantle over him.

Ln due time, Mr, Chester Jenks had
completed his tumblings and curvet-
tings, his swashings and washings in
the river, and took himself out of the
cutrent to the privacy of his chosen
boudoir in the bushes. He duied off
carefully, and he rubbed himself vig-
orously with the crash-towel he had
brought in his carpet-bag. * Ah;”
said he aloud, when he was wholly
through, * now 1 feel like another
person! T feel clean! 1 feel frexh
and wew | If I conld only have the
good Inck to seo Mary Maxwell as
soon as I get throngh my supper,
‘will be as near what 1 should like
s auything could be!"

"Thereupon he fell to, to dress him-
self again.: He picked up his shirt;
yes, that was still there, and it fitted
him. Nosuspicions excityd yet. He
seized his drawers, - They were all
right. And still no misgiving. He
grabbed at his trousers, and had fairly
poked into one leg of them, when a
cry of dismay escaped him,

“(Great George of Oxford!" he
called. *“ What is all this ?”
Quicker than a wink, he had dvawn
off the trousers’ leg, and was holding
up the entive article for inspection !
His face was & long picture of de-
spair without a frame.

He reached down and poked over
the remaining items of his wardrobe ;
they were no moro his than the trous-
ers were his that he held in his hand,
They looked thoroughly dingy, cheap,
uninviting, and unclean, 'They were
not the clothes of a decent gentleman
at all, but rather the rig of some
villainous pack: pedler.

What to do,—~was the momentous
question, 'L'he conclusion was plain,
stern as it was, likewise. There was
no possible alternative but for him
to put on thése ciothes at his hand,
and temporarily make the best of it.
Perhaps there was a clothing-slore
in the villago, and he would shed his
skin there us soon as he could find it
But it was with asickening qualm at
his stomach that he slipped the gar-
monts on so gingerly. He thought
he should have preferred to wash
them out in the river first, but how
could he wait for them to diy?

On they went, therefore, and onhe
went by a brek and unfrequented
way to the villag: again. Helooked
and nocted ghilty enough. Kven a
child might have suspected him to
be a thiel. ' -

He climbed over garden 'walls,
erept through barn-yards and cattle-
Ianes, sneaked round the shortest cor-
ners he could turn, and arrived atthe
hotel the stagecoach originally landed
him. The moment he made his ap-
pearance in the hall, the landlord,
who had first espied him from the
next room, sprang up from the knot
of men he was chatting with on the
subjeot of thief, and nuged upon him.,
“I've got you now, you villain !"
he cried. **I knew you'd be orawl-
ing back after your carpet-bag, and
here you ave |l Come into the other
room herel” .

Bofore he conld recover from his
surprise, Uhester. Jenks found him-
solf suddenly dr into the midst
of & parky of exoited men, every cne

being & thigf. Hd was no confused at
first, that ho could not speak.. - And
{thin they considered a. certain symp-
guilt, If the raseal were
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Chester Jenks did not caro 1o tell
them that he wey an industrioms,
hopeful, and aspiring young anthoy ;
very few really promising young au-
thors would have chosen to do 8ot

He therefore only told them whit
his name was, whers he came from,
and what he came out to B. for,—
without mentioning the name of Mary
Maxwell. :

“ Aha!" soid they, “you nectln't
think to ¢heat us in that way! Waely
caught you, old feller, and we he
we've canght a thief/  You'll
more about it pretty soon !" A

Metby such a torrent of accusation,
the poor fellow thought it best to say
as little as possible at present, and to
await events, i

Presently a justice of the peace en-
tored, and at his back a couple of la-
dies, yesidents inthe village, What
was Chestor Jeuk’s first great morti-
fication, to hear the justice accosted
on all sides as Squive, Maxwell ! It
took the courage out of his heart in
an instant.

“Look heve, sir," said Squire M.,
to begin with, *youn are charged by
these women with entering their
houses and taking goods of such and
wuch o description, Ave you guilty
or not guilty ?"

Chester began a long speech, but
was eut_short at the outset, They
did net come there to hear long
speechios, or any sort of speeches;
but to see justice measured out toa
vogue and robber.

While this was going forward, a
constable had the thought to exam-
ing his coat pockets ; and, sure
enough, from one ul’ them he fished
up foursilver spoons, yith theinitials
of one of his female ‘accusers quite
legibly engraved upon them ! ‘Lhey
were held up as proof that he was the
thief. '

Whereupon Chester commenced an
explanation of the mannér in which
he came not only by the spoons, but
by the clothes also.

“A very likely story!” they all
mutrmured, with a sneer, in his ears,
“a likely story "’

The women testified Loth to the
property as theirs, and tb the identity
of the prisoner, The lanclord iden-
tified him as the same fellow who had
come ih the stagecoach only the saine
afternoon ; aud the few men who had
vainly chased after him freely offered
their testimony that this was the same
fellow they had run out of town, and
wora precisely the same clothes.

Could proel be more to the point?
Chester Jenks continued to protest,
He was lsboring undér a wmingled
sengo of mortification and ¢onfusion,
at finding himsell arraigned as a,
eriminal, and especially at haying
his case tried before the father of the
very girl he had been so anxious to
seo, e thought of mentioning to
Squire Maxwell the name of his
friend Tom Whiting ; but then, on
second thought, why mneed hie make
himself known at all? It was al-
ready bad enongh ; could he hope to
better it in this way ? Still he did
not cease for a moment lo protest
against the pl‘nceutlinggu with all his

resent vigor, to declare himself an
mnocent person, and the victim of a
foul conspirncy; ahd to insist that
the very clothes he wore were not his
own, but had been left him in ex-
change for those he laid on the viver's
bank while bathing. All, howover,
to worse than no purpose; for now
out thief, buta consummate liar in &
bargain.

Esquire Maxwell, the ‘father of
the beautiful Mary, found Irimeguilty

him to o fine of seven dollars, with
costs, together with imprisonment
in the county jail for thirty days, If
he could net raise the amonnt of the
fine, he was at perfoct liberty to re-
main in limbo until he had worked
it out.

A constablovodo up with o smart
horse to drive him off some six gooil
miles to the Eluua of his mote perma-
nent destination,. Chester Jeuks got

-?‘:‘;ion of feelings, 'with whith 'the
icrous waa just) beginning to gdt
mixed up, Ho ayrived ot h?a -.qnﬁ-
ters in saloty, passed a sleopless
night, and awpke in the morin
with s determination to sit dowh a
do wpmething sbout:it,! Eavly in the
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into the wagon with ‘an odd combi-"

to him, now that he was canght at
lagt, to tell the truth about the affair
in B., and to secure his own release
forthwith,

“0, that would be mighty nice,
now, John, wouldn’t it? Indeed it
would, when we starled on shares,
you know, to hegin with, and have
both of us got to the same stopping
place so early ! O, no, my friend,”
said he, ““ you wouldn’t desert a body
in suck a strait os this, I hope. We
began together ; lot's carry it out to
‘the end I’

Chester was stupified with the pre-
sumption of the scoundrel. It was
of no profit for him to bandy words
with such a fallow; he merely assured
him that he ehonld have a * bone to
pick with him’" in & few days, and
relopsed into quictness, 'The first
thing and the enly thing for him to
do, was to sitdown and writea letter
to his friend Tom Whiting in Boston,
He told him what troublle he was in,
and how he wanted him to come and
help him. **Come on without an
hour's delay,” said he, **and bring
Esquire Maxwell over to jail with
you '

Tom was thunderstruck with the
nows : and when he had recovered
[vom his surprise a little, he broke
out into one of the heartiest lnnghs
he ever enjoyed, OfF he posted at
full speed, and, ontheevening of the
same day that he started, he was at
the doors of the county jail, Assoon
as Chester had regained his liberty,
he was introduced to Miss Mary Max-
well ! Lom had whispered the secret
of onr friend’s visit to B. in her ear,
and insisted that she should accom-
pany her father and himsell over to
the county-house to welcome the
prisoner back to freedom again.—
Chester was coverad with coninsion,
but not so much so that he could not
‘discern through it all the rare beauty
and grace of the Squire’s daughter
Mary. He was o slave, the moment
he was free !

The real thief’s clothes were tried
on him, inthe presence of the Squire,
the jailor, and others, and the fit was
complete, He was tried again, for
theft, and was sentenced for a re.
spectable time<-not to the county
juil, simply, but to the Btate prison,

Thus sadly was the acquaintance
of Chester Jenks with Mary Maxwell
begun, in a jail ; but it proved, after
all, the most officient introdnction
he could have had. Her father, hav-
ing already done him such injustice
ignorantly, hastened to show him
fiiendship of no ordinary kind.—
Mary first pitied, and nexe admired
~10, admired isn’t the word—him,
And the result was, that he took up
his residenco in B. before long, and
devoted all his time to the pursuit of
his profession, and the happiness of
his wife,

"

Francs and Her Ruler.

The last Edinburg Review contains
an able analysis of the returns of the
French empive. It shows that the
population of France, during the last
fivo years, has been stationary, and
that while the towns and cities, Paris
above all, have increased in popula-
tion, the rural districts have been
correspondingly depopulated. From
these two facts it deduces several im-
portant conclusions.  First, that the
military power of France has reached
ity achme, ng one chief cause of hor
great military importance, hetotofore,
liag béen in the large armies she could
levy from her 'soil by conseription.
Hecondly, that the non-producing
clusses of I'rance are increased while

in due coursc of law ; and sentencethiihe agriculiural peasantry are de-
croasing,  Hence the high price of

‘breadstnfis, which hab caused the
governtent, for soveral years, to
feed the rabble of Paris, partly at its
own expense. Thirdly, that as the
population is found to incrense only
with the production of a nation, the
deeling of French agrieulture fore-

and power of the F'rench people.
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[From the N, Y. Herald.]
Kanzas Affairs---New Facts and

Phases in the Controversy..

What Next ?

The last advices from Kanzos are
very curious, very important, very
auggestive and vety ominous,

The Free Btate Legislature was in

session at Popeka—Governor Walk-
er and suite were there'; but they had,
it appears, discountenced all meas-
ures of violence against this so-cals
lod legistative body. It further ap-
pears that Glovérmor Robinson had
vent in his medsage, in which he con-
tends that the Topeka constitution is
the only clear expression of the pop-
ular w Il of Kanzas; thinks it in«
competent for the neighboring States
longer to exercise severeignty in
Kanzas, and declares it impossible
for Fres iState men to vote at the
bogus election, e concludes by
saying he will maintain the position
of resistance to usurped authority at
all hazards and at alitinies,
Now, the tirat thing which strikes
us, in relerence to these remarkable
transactions, 18 the nice distinctiom
between the Kanzas policy of poor
Pierce and the policy of Mr. Buchan-
an,  Linst summer, when this L'res
Stato Legislature was convened and
the memuers were abhout proceeding'
to business, they were dispersed by
the United States dragoons in viola-
tion of that eacred constitutional
right of the people “peaceably to as-
semble together for the redress of
public grievances.” Mr. Duchanan,
on the other hand, acknowledges the
force oi this popular right, and does
not interfere to suppress it, but to
uphold it. The I'ree Btato party, if
it choose, may get up an imperial
Parlisment, and they may proclaim
Govermor Robinson the Ewperor of
Kunzag ; for as long as such proceed-
ings amount to nothing more than
lowing off’ the gus, there is no overt
act o trenson or rebellion or disor-
der. But the moment thoy shall at-
tempt, by any act, to supersele the
local laws or authorities recognized
by the federal government, that mo-
ment the offending paitivs become
Justly liable to to & crimiual arrest
and prosecution, !
The peace of Kanzas, thercfore,
during the summer, may depend up-
on the wisdom or the folly of Gov.
Robinson and his Free State party.
‘I'hey may hold as many conventions,
and get as many Legislatures and
messuges and remonstrancos aa they
pleaso against the de facto local laws
und authorities in the Lerritory.—
The local laws and anthorities, de
Jacto, it is the duty of the President
1o snstain, He must accept them as
he finds them, He cannot go behind
tho vecord to see whether the Jocal
Legislatare passing the laws in force
WAk & genuine or & bogus concarn.—
The judicial power over this qnestion
belongs to another deportment of the
government,

We should be sorry to have any
reason for the impression that tie
Freo Btate party: of Kanzas, com-
mandjng a large majority of the peo-
ple i the "Lerritory, entertain any
tluné:'of instigating another bordor
wylr between themselves and the pro-
Lavery de facte local authorities,

We are rather inclined to the
opinion that this Topeka Legislature
is sfmply intended by the Free State
¢adars as the ‘medivm for the con-
solidation of theiv purty organization
in regard to futuro appeals to the
popular vote, In this view there
may be nothing more of mischief in
theso Topeka proceédings than in the
factious pow-wows ol Tammany
Hall, einll do nen

But the transfer of this local con-
troyersy from Kanzas to Ggogress,
it is beginning to be stikiuqu pelf-
ovident, will inangurate another and
most fonrful Congressional agitwtion
of the whole ynostion of: nhwor.}-.—'—
The Kanzns State constitution of the
local party in power will be present-
od to the Houeo and Bonate vis-a-vis
with the Topeks Freo Btate charter
‘and the remondtiances of the Freo
Btate parly in every shape and form,
Will the Bouth beunited in Congress,
and oan the Northorn demoorats of
[ tho Honse, elected npon Free State
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in the Bouth, that this ultra Soutl-
ern element, from the agitation of the
uext Congress, will assumo a still
more palpable, definite and formid-
able shape.

The compromise acts of 1850
broke the backbone of the old Whig
}imrl.y--thu Kanzas-Nebraska bill or

854 broke the backbone of the oln

Demoeratic party—-and from that
day to this the political debris and
loose party materials, North and
South, have been in a state of confu-
sionand effervesence,  There was
only a partisl crystalization in 1850
—nothing fixed or conelusive, 'Ihas
mushroom oxcresence, Know
Nothing party, has since "0bllapses
and broken down, and its fragments
are all advift, The prominent issue
for the reconstruction of parties is
Kanzas, and slavery or no slavery ;
and there is every indication thav
this issue will come np ot Washing-
ton in Decomber next,in such a shape
ag to result in w fierce agitation be-
tween two hostile sectional parcies,
and in the organization of axew con-
servative Union party, oceupying the
solid ground between these danger-
ons extremes.  We don't know that
this Kanzas coutroversy will bo set
tled by the next Congress. .
rather apprehend that it will be kept
open for u year or two to cowue, un-
til the middle gronnd Union men in
Congress shall have gained tho power
to command a settlement,
Buch are the comprehensive 1any-
ings of thoso late events in Kansas in
connection with the party movements
of the day. Mr, Buchanan ‘stands
ulpon a tock; but the future—who
shall spealk for the future ?

The Richmond Sowth (democrat:
ic) publishes tho following account
of one of Gov. Walker's financial
operations, 1t will interest our Ter-
vitorial readers, who will naturally
ask; “have we a swindler among
ng "
When Robert J. Walker was Sen-
ator from Mississippi, he ascertainad
that an old gentleman in Middle ¢onn-
ty, in this Stute, was disposed to sell
& lurge estate in negroes, Aceord-
ingly, in company with a colloague
in the House of Representatives,
Walker made the old gentleman »
visit ; and atter o protracted mego-
tiation succeeded in purchasing tho
slaves. ‘And he got them on'good
terms, for the old gentleman-—a do-
voted Democrat—was charmod by
the gracelul condescension of the
distinguished Senator. The aggre-
gate price of the negross was some-
thing more than forty thousand dol-
lars, for which Walker gave a noto
or draft payable in New Orleans,—
But the old man wonld not sell his
slavos oxneut on condition that they
were tobe kept together on a planta-
tion in the South. T hoa
Well, the slaves were takon to
New Orleans, wero put upon the
block and dispersed to the four winds
—the purchaser realizing a conside:
able profit by the *‘transaction.-
The note or draft matured, wus pr
sented for payment, was proteste.
and from that day to the present tii
not & cent has been received either iy
the old gentleman or his heirs [
tifty thousand dollars worth of no
groos! Meanwhils Walker has )is -
ed in affiuence, and is belioved nov
to be a millionaire, Will sowe on:
of Walker's apologists impeach tho
corroctness of thixstory 9 Let they
try it. ‘The substantial truthe of thy
statement shall be verified by testi.

Jmony which nobody, can questiony,

_But this is not an ikolatad instance.
There were many such in 'Walker's

be written.
L ] 1:
Juyexiue, Wir~An old physician
was declaring in oir hearing the ogh-
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